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OCT. 23 - NOV. 13 

2020
“Unity is vision; it must have been part of the process of learning to see.”  

Henry Adams

Celebrating Art at the Abbey’s 5th Anniversary &                      

Mission of Bringing People Together through art, faith & culture! 

A VISION OF 
HOPE & HEALING



Exhibition booklet front cover art by featured artist, Adrian Martinez 
Image of his work, “Manos Extrañándose” 

Exhibition booklet back cover art by featured artist, Pi Luna 

Image of her work, “Together We Are Whole” 

Piece descriptions and artist statements written by artists and 
representatives. 
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Welcome to Santa María la Vid Abbey!  

A R T  A T  T H E  A B B E Y 

CONTINUING NINE CENTURIES OF NORBERTINE 
PATRONAGE OF THE ARTS 

“A Vision of Hope & Healing” 

An exhibition of works representing over 70 artists & 

collaborative efforts which reflect personal perspectives 

of hope and healing. 

October 23 - November 13, 2020 

Viewing of art is available in person on specified ‘open viewing 
days’ and online at www.artattheabbey.com 
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Featured Artists and 
Artworks 

(In Alphabetical Order) 
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1. Susan Allison-Hatch 
Numbering Our Dead 
22.5” x 41.5” tea bags, sun-dyed silk organza, machine and 
hand-stitched 

When the stay-at-home order was issued, I 
began drinking tea and saving my tea bags--why 
and for what I did not know. But it seemed 
important to keep artifacts from this new era in 
my life and in the lives of those who shared this 
planet and pandemic with me. At the heart of 

our shared experience was a deep mourning--of the life we had 
known and the lives lost. This piece honors those who have died 
of Covid. Each stitch--both those on the tea bags and those that 
link the tea bags to one another--represents a person who has 
died and points to the life they lived. A piano teacher, a priest, 
the last survivor of the WW II Polish Air Force, a man who saved 
56 Jewish families from the Gestapo, a school bus driver, a ballet 
dancer among the dead and also among the remembered here 
on this piece. 

Artist Statement 

I work primarily in fiber--cloth, many kinds of paper, and threads--
cotton, silk, wire, even fish net. I love the feel of fiber--especially 
old cloth that has passed through many hands. Through the fiber 
I find my way to other places, other times, other ways of being in 
this world we share. 

The ragged edge, the uneven line, stitches big and small and in-
between express the frayed edges, the ups and downs, the big 
and little hopes that make up our most human lives. In my work I 
seek to bring together the worlds around me, the pressing needs, 
the deep hopes, the tender moments, the darkness and the light 
that are all part of being human. But sometimes my work is just a 
path to silence and to the one who meets me there. 
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2. Alison Aragon 
St. Francis 
5.5’ x 4’ 

This piece was originally commissioned by the 
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago. 

The Franciscan Sisters wanted a bas-relief for 
their Peace Chapel which was at The Clare in 
downtown Chicago. They wanted an image of 
St. Francis where his expression was of peace 

and comfort. The backboard it is mounted on is weathered barn 
wood. The figure of St. Francis is cast in cement and textured with 
Bondo. The leaves represent olive leaves and are of ceramic clay 
with fired glaze. Parts of the figure are painted acrylic. The wood 
is sealed with polyurethane. It is a life-sized figure mounted on 
wood about five and a half ft. tall by about four ft. 

Artist Statement 

I consider myself a Liturgical Artist and Portraitist. Bringing a 
contemporary interpretation to subjects of faith is of primary 
interest to me. I love to work with communities to develop art for 
their spaces, bringing a tailored vision to sacred spaces. The 
bronze statue of Mary Magdalene in the Norbertine Community’s 
Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey Church is one of my pieces. I do all 
my own sculpture work, I do not sub-contract it. This means my 
clients have the hand of the artist they hired on the project. 

*While this art piece is not physically present at Santa Maria de la 
Vid Abbey, visit the Church of Santa Maria de la Vid to see the 
bronze statue of Mary Magdalene by the artist. 
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3. Haley Auge 
A Desert Sunrise 
22” x 28” photograph 

Psalms 30:5 says “weeping may stay for the 
night, but joy comes with the morning” 

I chose to capture the sunrise because it shows 
that even after the darkest night, the light will 
shine in the morning. My walk with God has 
been far from easy, but I have always found 

peace and healing with each new day. It’s a fresh start, a new 
beginning. A hope to tackle the challenges with God's mercy and 
grace. 

Artist Statement 

Hello! My name is Haley. I have been interested in photography 
ever since I was a young girl. I got my first camera when I was 9, 
and off I went exploring the world! (Well, my backyard). 
Photography has opened up new doors for me over the years. 
Chances to capture love, God moving in church services, and the 
beauty of this world. I can’t wait to see where God is able to take 
me through this art. 

Instagram: @haleyaugephotography 
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4. Chris Baca 
The Good Shepherd 
36” x 48” acrylic painting 

“The Good Shepherd” to recall how Jesus would 
tell the story of how God cared for his people.  A 
shepherd spent a great deal of time with his 
sheep and most likely knew each one by name. 
Every sheep was important and his goal is to 
keep every one of them safe. 

This is the kind of care that God has for mankind. He knows each 
of us by name. He does not want even one of us to go astray. 
Mankind had gone astray and God sent his son, Jesus, to find us. 
That is what gives us hope and helps us heal from life’s many trials 
and tribulations. 

Artist Statement 

I am a self taught, amateur painter. I paint so that I may express 
myself in creative ways. I often tell a story to accompany the 
painting. My family is very important to me and recently we lost 
our eldest son, Marcos Baca. He was 41 years old and left behind 
a wife and 3 kids. Painting has been a sort of release of the pain 
and grief of that loss. For the past 47 years I’ve lead two 
significant non profits, YDI (Youth Development, Inc.) and Yes 
Housing, Inc. Both seek to improve the lot and lives of children, 
youth, families and elders by providing services and housing to 
these vulnerable populations. 
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5. Jeanette Baca 
Hummingbirds in the Pursuit of Happiness 
16” x 20” acrylic painting on canvas 

This painting expresses my interpretation of the 
theme because I’ve always felt that 
hummingbirds are a sign that all is well and I’m 
immediately filled with hope, love and gratitude 
when one hovers around me outdoors. When 
our son passed away the early part of this year, I 

would plead for a sign that his spirit was still with us and he was 
all right. Inevitably, a hummingbird would come so close to me 
sometimes, I felt I could reach out and touch him. It has been a 
healing sign for me.   

Artist Statement 

I am a proud Native New Mexican, born and brought up in the 
beautiful South Valley of Albuquerque. I took up painting only 
four years ago because I was finally at a point where there was 
actually enough time to take up a hobby. What made it more fun 
is the fact that both my husband and I started painting at the 
same time, so it was a great way to be together while 
experiencing something new. Having an idea and putting it onto 
canvas with a paint brush has offered me a great deal of serenity 
and relaxation and has been a form of therapy in good times and 
in bad. Painting has offered me a wonderful distraction especially 
during this time of extreme grief and loss of our son, Marcos, this 
year. 
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6. Nina Baldwin 
Sisters III 
35.5” x 24” acrylic paints, gold leaf 

A part of my "Women Gathering" series, "Sisters 
III" is a painting of women in beautiful colors 
gathering to share with and to bless each 
other. They are "sisters" in the deepest sense, 
lifting and encouraging one another, sharing 
sisterly love, compassion, goodness and hope    
for the future. 

I belong to two groups of "sisters"....one is a LaMaze group that 
has been meeting for 45 years now! Our children are 45!!! There is 
a comraderie amongst us that doesn't seem to fade. We are 
united in spirit!...and grateful for it! 

Artist Statement 

New Mexico, the Land of Enchantment, is truly my inspiration for 
my work. It is on my back porch that I am renewed. The colors in 
the sunrise always surprise and delight. I am reminded of why I 
love this high desert land, its history and its people. 

I paint in a contemporary style, sometimes bordering on the 
abstract, which allows me the freedom to create in a way that 
conveys emotion to the viewer... soft, impressionistic, transparent, 
vulnerable, spiritual...all words which describe my 
work...incorporating beautiful colors and a touch of enchantment. 

Read more about Nina's life and work on her blog...     
www.ninabaldwin.blogspot.com 
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7. Wayne Bennett 
Communion 
24” x 12” acrylic on canvas, 2020 
$100.00 

Communion is a surrealist interpretation of 
Christ's words, "Take, eat; This is my body.” An 
act of remembrance, it also symbolizes Christ's 
sacrifice. It is the act of offering oneself. In 
receiving Communion we join together to 
demonstrate our bond. Through these acts we 
find hope and the strength to heal. 

Artist Statement 

Look at everything at least twice, and see it in as many different 
ways possible. 

My work is an examination of traditions and established ideas. I 
often choose ecological or environmental subjects. I 
decontextualize the subject and imagine it from another angle, 
hopefully adding new or even conflicting meanings to the idea at 
hand. Art can connect to the viewer, but should also raise 
questions. 

Contact: (505) 889-0348 
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8. Matthew Bollinger 
Chromaticism IV (141A26, 405B73, 9BB9BF, D8F0F2, 734949, 
4A678C, 727D8C, B8C6D9, D0D7D9, A65F37) 
48” x 60” collage and mixed media on canvas, 2019 

This piece was inspired by my deep love of 
music and cinema. It relates to the theme 'a 
vision of hope and healing' because I often 
immerse myself in popular media as a means to 
temporary healing, and calmness. 

Chromaticism IV is a painting that stems from the films that I have 
continuously drawn memories and inspiration from (this particular 
piece, Blade Runner). Furthermore, operas by Richard Wagner 
sound and feel deeply cinematic and strangely familiar, with rich 
harmonies and layered orchestration that infer dramatic visual 
composition. The process leverages color grading schemes 
derived from film, in combination with dramatic compositional 
movements and deeply textured visual hierarchy.  

Artist Statement 

Matthew Bollinger is a visual artist who works conceptually with 
site, process, and architectural metaphor to create works that are 
centered on painting and drawing. Stemming from art and 
architecture experiences, his work engages poetic and site-
specific relationships between material and concept – in the 
domains of painting, architecture, digital technology, iterative 
process, environmental/social activism, and history. The line is an 
obsessively interwoven element within his process, metaphorically 
evoking psychological exploration of place, time, labour, 
dialogue, and topography.  
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9. Laura Borunda 
HEALING HANDS 
20” x 20” oil on canvas 

Thinking in healing and hope, there is not a 
better option than to rest in the universe's 
hands. 

Artist Statement 

More than 10 years in art, in which I have experimented in icons, 
acrylic painting and oil painting. 
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10. María A. Cabrera 
Traje de Niño Dios para su presentación 
Hand-crocheted 8” x 5” gown and 3” x 5” bonnet 

A gown and bonnet hand-crocheted by the artist 
using yarn and techniques from Mexico. The 
gown (8” x 5”) and accompanying bonnet (3” x 
5”) feature doily- inspired patterns. Traditionally 
found in Nativity scenes throughout Mexico and 
southwestern U.S. and inspired by Advent and 

Christmas, the purple ribbon represents penance while the white 
represents purity, hope, and healing. A Niño Dios adorns the 
outfit on February 2, Fiesta de la Candelaria, also known as the 
Feast of Candlemas or the Presentation of Jesus Christ. Marking 
the end of the Christmas season, he is lifted from his crib, 
dressed, serenaded, and adored. A traditional meal of tamales 
and champurrado follows. 
 
Artist Statement 

María A. Cabrera is a lifelong Albuquerque resident 
who learned to crochet from her mother-in-law in 
the tradition of Durango, Mexico. She has embraced 
her heritage of popular Mexican piety, a beautiful 
blending of Spanish and Mexican traditions. María 
has been married for 42 years to Deacon Juan 

Manuel Cabrera and they are active parishioners of Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe in Albuquerque. Together, they are parents 
to three children and grandparents to seven grandchildren.  
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11. Karen Carmona 
Gateway 
18” x 18” acrylic on a birch panel 
$600.00 

When Covid-19 sent shockwaves throughout the 
world, millions of lives were changed forever. My 
life certainly took a dramatic turn. As always, I 
entered my studio for reprieve from uncertainty 
and a hope for a deeper understanding. I 
created this painting from a photograph I 

captured in Cozumel Mexico. At the end of this dock is a literal 
gateway and poetic analogy; we can choose to see our adversity 
as a window of hope and launching pad into the unknown. I did, 
and I am better for it. 
                                          
Artist Statement 

I’ve been painting for over 20 years. I paint to see 
what happens– within myself and on the canvas; 
trusting my experience and being endlessly 
surprised. Everything is a creative process, an 
investigation and in some sense, a healing art. 

I hold a BFA in painting and have exhibited my work primarily 
within Washington, Oregon, California and New Mexico. Recently 
my work has been published in both print and digital forums. I 
spent time teaching art in the public school systems. Currently I 
am living in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

I am also a Doctor of Oriental Medicine, happily practicing 
Acupuncture to help others be in harmony with inspiration and 
health. I hope that this passion for creativity, and exploration, can 
be felt in my artwork. 

Contact: Laura Adams - (505) 331-8176 or 
laura@rawartistmanagement.com 
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12. Andrellita Chavez 
Mary & The Trinity 
Art Rage Software 

This is a picture of Mary and the Trinity. I usually 
depict God as a sun in my work and then there’s 
the bird as the Holy Spirit. Mary is holding baby 
Jesus and smiling. Even though they had a 
rough start she has hope for the future especially 
since God and the Holy Spirit have her back. She 

isn’t looking at them and they are almost hidden as other natural 
things but they are there…. With God having our back we can 
have hope in any situation. 

Artist Statement 

I am an amateur at best. I enjoy art but rarely create any. I started 
drawing when I was about 7 years old. I took a drawing class with 
my siblings and our art was published in a local newspaper that 
summer. Since then I haven’t done much but I got this software, 
Art Rage, several years ago and felt inspired to create this image. 
I love our Lord and our Catholic faith… It is where I find peace 
and harmony. 
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13. Liz Chavez 
My grace is sufficient for thee 
5” x 7” cross-stitch 

2 Corinthians 12:9. The longer we live, the more 
our awareness grows for the joys and trials of our 
life journeys. In this Scripture passage, St. Paul 
speaks about a “thorn of the flesh” that was 
given to him. Three times, he begged the Lord 
for it to leave him. God’s response, “My grace is 

sufficient for thee, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Whatever our “thorns” might be, this is what we can hope in, this 
is what brings healing. 

Artist Statement 

My name is Liz Chavez, and I am a parishioner of Our Lady of the 
Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community in Albuquerque, NM. I 
have been married to my husband, Abe, for 37 years, and we 
have five daughters and ten grandchildren. My husband and I 
serve together as full-time lay ministers with Emmaus Journey 
Ministry, and we also serve our parish community through Small 
Christian Communities, ACTS Missions, and music ministry. 
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14. Juliana Coles 
This is Mine 
37” x 49” x 2” acrylic painting on wood panel, framed 
$5000.00 

I was ashamed of my rundown old house and 
dirt-filled yard but the pandemic has shown me 
the abundance and blessings; the truck 
alongside discarded relics is a treasure trove of 
family memories. This jewel toned painting 
represents the preciousness of life we carve out 

for ourselves in the high desert. Our gold is a place where rusted 
trucks are part of the landscape, wild Lamb’s Quarters growing in 
caliche soil are sustenance, and a muddy trickle called the Rio 
Grande is the Mighty Mother that feeds us all. Hope and healing 
has always been exactly where we are. 
 
Artist Statement 

As an epileptic, I graft my reality by the fragments I 
piece together in my work. I combine gutsy graphic 
images with provocative text to create mixed media 
works that are emotionally uninhibited and 
challenge societal comfort zones. The result is a 
cognitive vibrancy that is signature to my self-

expression. My projects are never preconceived but 
spontaneously emerge from the unknown through a unique multi-
layering process of breaking down and rebuilding.  

Contact: (505) 341-2246 or meandpete08@gmail.com 
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15. Briana Cutler 
A Gift from Mom 
5” x 7” watercolor pencils 

What's been happening lately I think we all need 
a rainbow. The theme is on hope and healing, 
and for me, this means having faith that God 
won't lead us to despair. Mary agreed to be the 
mother of Jesus; you gave us hope. Mary gave 
us confidence by giving us her son, Jesus. The 

rainbow represents Genesis 9, where God tells Noah, "Whenever 
I bring clouds over the earth, and the rainbow appears in the 
clouds, I will remember my covenant between you and me and all 
living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become 
a flood to destroy all life.” 

Artist Statement 

Hello, I'm Briana. I enjoy making art as a hobby for several years 
now. I usually draw people, and my art style is cartoonish with a 
little bit of realism. The materials I mostly use are either markers 
or watercolors. I study at the University of New Mexico, pursuing 
a degree in History with a minor in Anthropology.  
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16. Sr. Desiré Anne-Marie Findlay 
Clothed in Dignity 
6” x 9” watercolor pencils 

I have always loved Mary. She is a symbol of 
strength and beauty, with a solid trust in God 
that inspires hope in those who seek to follow 
her example. When I contemplate her motherly 
love in the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, I 
see a human being whose love is complete, who 

gathers up the outcast, the oppressed, and children of all 
cultures. She feels like one of us, and her love becomes a source 
of healing. 

Artist Statement 

My name is Sister Desiré Anne-Marie Findlay and I am a member 
of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Felix of Cantalice, a 
Franciscan community otherwise known as the Felician Sisters. I 
grew up in Albuquerque, NM but currently live near Pittsburgh, 
PA where I minister as the Vocation Director for my congregation. 
I have enjoyed writing, dancing, and drawing since I was a child. 
While I haven’t taken any professional courses to improve my 
skills, I still enjoy writing, dance, and art as forms of prayer that 
enrich my relationship with God. 
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17. Donna Foley 
Incantations at Dawn 
33” x 37” tapestry 
$2200.00 

Wool and silk yarns naturally dyed with 
cochineal, madder root as well as local lichens 
and cota (Navajo tea). Finished with yucca stalks, 
crystal, arrowheads, citrine, carnelian stones and 
other beads. 

Inspired by dawn in the beautiful desert near the Gila Wilderness, 
this is my prayer for clarity and hope for the new day.   

Artist Statement  

I weave my tapestries as maps of my spiritual journey. The 
topography is both an external terrain of the mountains and 
wilderness where I live as well as an internal landscape of 
meditations and dreams. Natural dyes from plants and lustrous 
wool from my sheep are important elements in my weavings.  
Many of my tapestries incorporate symbols such as petroglyphs, 
runes and I Ching hexagrams. Found objects such as stones, 
feathers, roots and beads often find their way into my work. 

Contact: donna.fourdirections@gmail.com 
Website: www.fourdirectionsweaving.com 
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18. Virginia Garcia 
Healing Without Borders 
17” x 11.5” attaché case collage 

I used an attaché case 17 x 11.5. I used glue, 
magazines, and mod podge. I have been a 
sobadora (massage therapist) for 28 years. I have 
learned about herbs and natural healing touch, 
an example is how an egg is used for empache 
(a blockage, and rosemary romero for cleansing). 

I have attended the ”healing without borders” with the 
curanderas for about 16 years at the University of New Mexico. 
The many things I have learned are portrayed in this collage. My 
medicine is all in this art form, music, dancing, walking, hiking, 
love, friends, and prayer and that is why this work is holy. The 
greatest of this work is “love” because it comes from the heart 
and it heals emotionally, physically, and spiritually. The healer 
prays to the four (4) directions and asks their divine “higher 
power” for help. 

THE SUNFLOWER 
Sunflower, the flower of the EAST, facing 
the sun, 
opening the day to a glorious beginning. 
I always accept and love what you offer me 
today to 
begin with prayer, praise, and meditation 
for today. 

To the direction of the WEST, where wild 
flowers and 
grass grows. I let go of all that does not 
serve me. 
Forgiveness, acceptance of what is, letting 
go with the 

pain of detachment. 

To the direction of the NORTH, where our 
ancestors are, 
with their advice and example to carry on 
in late winter 
when the cocous bloom. My prayer is to 
heed their 
knowledge for strength. 

To the direction of the SOUTH, where 
roses are in full 
bloom. With the children playing and 
accepting life just 
as it is. 

Artist Statement  

My name is Virginia May Garcia. I have been doing “collage” for 
20 years. 
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19. Rosa Gomes 
The Healing 
22” x 28” acrylic paint and ink on canvas  
$450.00 

My painting entitled ”The Healing” depicts The 
Holy Spirit sewing up the wounds of humanity 
and healing mankind. The tree shows life and 
new growth as Hope is present and the renewing 
of life. 

Artist Statement  

Rosa Gomes is an artist who recently retired and has 
taken up her love of painting once again. Rose seeks 
to evoke emotion and spirituality in her artwork. 

Contact: lovinglife1223@outlook.com 
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20. Vanessa Hairston 
Light Will Prevail 
16” x 20” acrylic on canvas 

When one thinks of a light at the end of the 
tunnel, they are often referencing death, but 
there is more to it than that. It can mean many 
things and I can only pray that this helps remind 
you to focus on the light of hope for better and 
brighter days along the path of healing and to 

remember the peace willingly given to those who need only ask.  

Artist Statement  

Vanessa Hairston is a parishioner at Holy Rosary who enjoys 
creating many different kinds of art. She wishes to become an 
elementary school teacher and has a passion for helping people. 
She hopes to create things that bring enjoyment to others with 
them often being gifts or commissions. This also helps her to 
diversify the subject matter and medias used in her creations. 
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21. Vivian Hairston 
A Pilgrim’s Journey 
12” x  24” acrylic on canvas 

Pilgrims all over the world travel many miles and 
climb many mountains on their journeys of hope. 
Dark skies and clouds do not deter them from 
their quest. In this painting I portray the heights 
that people will go in search of healing and to 
give thanks for prayers answered. God’s light 

shines on them as they forge on to the greatest heights. 

Artist Statement 

Vivian Hairston is a resident of Albuquerque and a member of 
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Catholic Community. The 
mountain landscapes and amazing clouds and sunsets Of New 
Mexico provide the inspiration behind many of her paintings and 
artwork. She also loves to photograph landscapes and make 
jewelry.  
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22. KK Hannegan 
St. Peregrine 
5” x 7” retablo, pine board coated in rabbit skin glue gesso, 
painted with egg tempera made with earth and mineral 
pigments including Holy Dirt from Santuario Chimayo 
$350.00 

St Peregrine, Patron Saint of those suffering from 
cancer and autoimmune disease (Holy Dirt from 
Santuario de Chimayo is mixed into the earth & 
mineral pigment paints).  

St Peregrine had an incurable ulcer on his leg.  
The night before he was to have his leg 

amputated, he had a vision of Jesus coming down from the cross 
to touch him and heal him. He was fully healed. My interpretation 
is that we are now in the midst of an incurable disease with the 
Covid Virus and we need Hope and Healing. St Peregrine 
believed healing was possible.  

Artist Statement  

My background as a Cultural Anthropologist, folk 
artist, and illustrator came alive when I fell in love 
with the art of retablos on my many trips to New 
Mexico. I was fortunate to win a grant to study 
retablo painting from two wonderful Santeras at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Monastery in Pecos, New 

Mexico. From that point, this art form is my focus. My retablos are 
made in the hope that those who purchase my work will 
experience the healing power of their patron saints. My home is 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Contact: (503) 953-5250  
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23. Toby H. Herrera 
A Vision of Hope and Healing 2020 
11” x 17” x 3/4” hand-constructed wooden cross on wooden 
circular base 

Assembled and painted with wood stain and oil 
paints. Other materials used include bailing wire, 
masonry nails, screws and glue. 

Throughout our earthly lives, on a worldwide 
basis, we face many trials and tribulations, 
sickness and pain, yet God is always with 

us. Through Him, our strength is renewed as he heals our wounds, 
physically, emotionally and spiritually. He meets our needs in 
sickness and in health; and tells us to not let our hearts be 
troubled, and to be not afraid. He is our Hope. During this trying 
2020, we must hold true to the words found in Romans and 
rejoice in our sufferings which produce endurance that helps us to 
develop our character, which brings Hope forward. 

Artist Statement  

I am Toby H. Herrera, parishioner of Holy Rosary since 1959. My 
wife of 42 years is Bernice. We have three adult children, Maria, 
Lucia and Monique; and two grandchildren, Emma and Charlie. I 
am a retired educator of 42 years, now spending my time with 
family and in service to my church and community. Bernice and I 
are blessed to serve in many ministries, which we truly love. One 
of my interests is to dabble in art and crafts, which has led me to 
submitting a piece for this year’s and each of the past Abbey Art 
Exhibitions. 
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24. Angela Holt 
Sunset at Storm’s Pass, Sandia Crest 
12” x 18” framed print photograph, 2020 
$50.00 

This year has forced many of us to slow down. It 
has given us the opportunity to explore and re-
evaluate what is meaningful in our lives. For me, 
that has meant more time with my family and in 
nature. It has been a time for rest and 
restoration, to grow closer to each other and to 

God. This photo symbolizes the storm of our everyday busyness 
and distractions moving past and creating a space for the sun to 
set on skewed priorities and to rise on a day of hope and healing. 

Artist Statement  

Angela Holt works as the Director of Religious Formation at St. 
John XXIII Catholic Community. A wife and mother of two boys, 
she enjoys sharing her joy of reading and traveling with everyone 
she meets. She loves to stop and admire the beauty of nature - 
especially the sky - and can frequently be found snapping 
pictures of the breathtaking scenery around her.  

Contact: (505) 463-6698 
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25. Kay E. Huggins 
A Healing Place 
15” x 13” painting, water soluble oils, 23” x 18” framed 

Sometimes the image comes before the 
painting; sometimes the image emerges as I 
paint; this time, I painted and spent two years 
wondering what the image meant. In January 
2020, I attended a Meditative Writing Retreat, 
“Being a Healing Presence.” At the time, I was 

dealing with an uncertain diagnosis. Meg Ashcroft read a 
meditation, Being led through the Forest. Immediately I 
understood my painting – there is a healing place at the heart of 
the forest. Throughout this year as I faced uncertainty, isolation, 
and surgery, this image calmed and gave courage. I’m grateful for 
the gift of a healing image.  

Artist Statement  

Art and music have always been important to me – 
both making and enjoying these mediums; but my 
call was to be a pastor, preacher and teacher. I 
always found ways to use my art and music in my 
ministry, but retirement has presented me with time 
to engage in more profound ways. I am grateful for 

the community of artists that the Abbey brings together; this is a 
significant witness to the gospel I am called to express.  

Reverend Dr. Kay E. Huggins, Interim Executive Director of the 
New Mexico Conference of Churches; Honorably Retired 
Clergywoman, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
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26. Kazumi Kawakubo-Todman 
Streams in the Desert 
11” x 14” acrylic painting 

The title of my piece is called, “Streams in the 
Desert.” My vision of hope and healing was 
inspired by God’s Words in Isaiah 35: “The 
desert will blossom with flowers…. Springs will 
gush forth in the wilderness, the streams will 
water a desert,” especially taken from Isaiah 

35:1b, 6b. Even in the difficult time and uncertainty we are 
living, we can always go to our God and trust God‘s healing 
through hope, encouragements, comfort, and strength. My prayer 
is that God would minister to those with difficulties and pains, 
through Streams in the Desert, the inspiration God placed for 
hope and healing in my heart.  

Artist Statement  

Kazumi Kawakubo-Todman is a local resident and has been 
involved in the Albuquerque Sister Cities Foundation as a chair 
for Sasebo and Albuquerque Sister Cities Committee for the last 
25 years.  
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27. Annette Kingman 
Light in the Forest 
16” x 20” oil painting 
$350.00 

The isolation and worry of covid 19 feels like a 
dark forest – not lacking beauty, but sometimes 
hard to navigate and definitely dangerous in its 
way. Hope is the light, guiding our way to  
happiness, health and stability. 

Artist Statement  

As an oil painter and pen and ink artist, I love to try and capture 
emotions in my work. I have exhibited for many years, and have 
sold works across the US and three other countries. I teach adult 
lessons, and give specialty lectures in art history at UNM. I am 
part of the Perspectives Art Group.  

Contact: akingman@unm.edu 
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28. Brenda L. Spurlock Landstedt 
Icon of The Holy Face, Image Made without Hands  
11” x 11” 
$400.00 

Handmade cabinet-grade ¾ inch birch board 
with 15 coats of white acrylic gesso; between 
each coat sanded to smooth finish. Painted with 
multiple layers of thin acrylic paint. 23 karat gold 
leaf. Varnished with Lascaux matt acrylic 
transparent UV filter.   

I chose to submit this image for your art show because as Jesus 
said, “I Am the Way.” 

Faith, hope, and charity is what will unite all people, but only until 
we recognize that the love of our Saviour is full of mercy, peace, 
beauty, love and thus hope. Understanding this will allow us to 
extend love and mercy to our brothers and sisters and unity will 
overcome divisiveness and hate. 

Artist Statement  

I have been painting for about 16 years. I always wanted to when 
I was young but did not get a chance. I taught myself to paint 
oils, pastels, acrylic, and have done all themes, landscapes, 
portraits, still-life. I became interested in learning to paint icons 
because my faith became increasingly important in my life. I 
wanted to share visibly the beauty and love freely given to me by 
our Lord. I have spent the last twenty-five years raising four 
wonderful children, ranging in ages from 13 to 25. My Catholic 
faith provided me with wisdom and patience to do this and I am 
grateful. I believe that beauty mirrors God’s love and it has been 
important to me to emphasize this to my four children. In general, 
I believe that beauty can draw people to God and to a good life. 

Contact: brendalorraine@comcast.net 
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29. Juanita J. Lavadie 
DIÓS NUNCA MUERE 
18” x 20” acrylic on canvas, NFS 

A painting in continuing quasi-petroglyphic style 
with original gesture images, a visual narration 
inspired by initial choral words of the Oaxaca 
anthem by the same name: 

CORO:  
Muere el sol en los montes, con la luz que agoniza, 
pues la vida en su prisa, nos conduce a morir. 
No importa saber, que voy a llegar al mismo final,  
Pero me queda en consuelo, en que Diós nunca morirá. 

Images include concepts of our Heavenly Creator, contemporary 
conflicts, science, math, water, life, compassion, pain and growth.   

Artist Statement  

I am an artist from Taos, NM, who works with paint, prints, pen 
and ink, and fiber. I am also a retired classroom teacher who has 
always applied visual literacy and multi-sensory methods to 
convey concepts with students. During these past months of 
global pandemic, I chose to paint with concepts of awareness, 
hope, and belief of the healing power of the human spirit inspired 
with the insight from our Heavenly Creator. 
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30. Kimberly Leahey 
Kateri Tekakwitha, the Mohawk Saint 
16” x 20” stretched canvas acrylic painting 
$250.00 

This is a painting of Kateri Tekakwitha, the 
Mohawk Saint. She was scarred as a child from 
the small pox epidemic and was forever 
weakened by it. She was left half blind. Her 
name means ‘she who pushes, or puts things in 
place’ because when she would walk, she would 

always feel around with her hands.  
She was a strong woman, of the Turtle clan. She parted her ways 
with her family to follow her faith. She had found God, and went 
to live with the ‘praying Indians’ at a refuge in Canada. She spent 
the rest of her days caring for the sick and elderly. She practiced 
her faith every day. 
She passed away in her twenties, and those who were there 
around her deathbed saw her face heal and all the markings from 
the disease disappear right before she passed. 

Artist Statement  

I am an Artist from upstate NY and I live near where she was born 
and raised. I visit there often. A lot of the culture from this area 
has been long forgotten in the past. I enjoy visiting the area and 
discovering the History of the Mohawk Nation. I have been 
painting for twenty years, and I am self taught. Different cultures 
inspire my work. 

Contact: kilaarts@yahoo.com 
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31. Ann LeMay 
Sky Falls Over 
16” x 20” oil painting 
$600.00 

This piece for me speaks of hope and healing 
due to the upward motion and the yellow 
golden upper area of the painting. I think it 
represents transcendence. 

Artist Statement  

During the years while I was a therapist I was able to work with 
suffering of all kinds and for all kinds of reasons as well. Whether 
it was childhood traumas, current conflicts, relationship struggles, 
dealing with loss of loved ones, or one’s own journey of death 
and dying. Though I loved the work deeply and believed it had 
great value to many, it nevertheless was impacted by their pain.  
So going outside to paint, often with friends, was my therapy.  
After retirement I began to paint abstractly and this allowed me 
to paint more from my own inner feelings and it’s a journey as I'm 
never sure where it will lead. 

I'm a clinical psychologist but retired now and devoting my 
working life to painting. That is what nourishes my soul so richly 
and I'm doing something I love and thus love to share it. 

Contact: aplemay1@yahoo.com 
Website: annlemay.com 
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32. Chelsea Litfin 
Our Merciful and Faithful High Priest 
16” x 18” embroidery on canvas 

This piece represents the healing and 
compassionate nature of Christ. Hebrews 2 
states Jesus was made perfect through suffering 
and that “he had to be made like his brothers in 
every respect, so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest.” Hebrews 4:15 

states that in Jesus, “we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to sympathize with our weaknesses.” After reading Hebrews, the 
imagery of our pain passing through Jesus’ nail scars as tears 
came to mind. As one who has suffered, Jesus is the one who 
most understands our pain. To me, that is healing. 

Artist Statement  

I am an artist from Kansas that has been living in Albuquerque for 
the past year. I attended Emporia State University and obtained a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in painting and a Master of Science 
degree in art therapy counseling. In my artwork, I seek to 
represent the spiritual life through symbolism. Although so much 
happens within the heart of a person, this inner life is often 
hidden from view and difficult to describe. I’ve found that the use 
of symbolism within art allows matters of the heart to be brought 
to the surface. 
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33. Anita L. Lucero 
Hands of Healing and Hope 
30” x 29” quilt, silk, cotton, cheese cloth, tulle, batting, 2020 

Method: Layering, Applique, Thread painting 

We place ourselves in God’s hands! 

This quilt is designed and quilted specifically to 
honor those who have suffered and died from 
the Covid-19 Pandemic.  

Artist Statement  

Teacher of 35 years, Elementary, Middle school and College of 
Santa Fe. Curriculum Director for the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. 
Retired, Quilter and Fiber Artist. 
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34. Sonia Luévano 
Hope 
46.25” x 46.25” x 4” oil on canvas, 2015 
$3000.00 

Oil on hand-stretched, gallery wrapped canvas. 
This is a symbolic piece representing beauty and 
life from turmoil. 

Artist Statement  

Sonia Luévano is an artist of Albuquerque’s South 
Valley. Her spirituality is an important part of her life 
and she implements this by romanticizing 
philosophies into her art through narrative 
surrealism. The purpose of her art is to help make 
the world a more beautiful place by expressing truth 

and beauty in an imperfect world. Through all obstacles in life, 
there are lovely details to help us endure, and this is what she 
aims to capture. Her desire and passion is this: to help inspire 
others through art so we can all find our own version of 
perfection. 

Contact: (505) 514-6062 
Facebook: facebook.com/xlessthan3art 
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35. Greg Lujan 
The Book of Tobit 
48” x 20” x 2” juniper wood, steel, proprietary colored wood 
filler, epoxy resin 
$2000.00 

Depiction of the Archangel Raphael, who healed 
Tobit’s blindness with the gallbladder of a fish. 
He also used innards of the same fish to cast 
away a demon, allowing a young couple to be 
married. Depicted here with a fish in his core. I 
found it within a slab of juniper wood left over 

from the Stations of the Cross at St Joseph’s on the Rio Grande 
church. It was gifted to me by the great New Mexico wood carver 
(my uncle) Joseph T. Sanchez. 

Artist Statement  

I am a mixed media artist, working primarily in wood and steel.  
My interest as an artist is to create beauty within manufactured 
wood and to reveal and display that beauty. Sometimes, when I’m 
lucky, the beauty just reveals itself and waits for my 
interpretation. My aim is always to create a strong visual 
impression. The materials sometimes tell a story. When they want 
to, I let them. Normally, I just want to make something that’s fun 
to look at. 

Contact: (505) 288-9646  
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36. Lenise Lujan-Martinez 
Espiritu Santo 
16.5” x 11.25” x 0.25” cross, pine, black paint, natural & dyed 
wheat straw, wood glue, spray finish  

Holy Spirit with wings wrapped around the cross 
placed on “The Tree of Life.” 

I was inspired to create this piece from the great 
works and my love of the Holy Spirit. The Tree of 
Life is a popular & universal symbol that 
represents many different things across various 

cultures & religions. It symbolizes togetherness and serves as a 
reminder that we are never alone or isolated, we are connected 
to the world.   

Artist Statement  

My birth place and home is Santa Fe, NM. I have been married 
for 31 years to my husband, David Martinez. We have two 
beautiful, adult children, Alexandria, age 28, and Isaiah, age 
23. My mother, Diane Moya-Lujan, whom is also a Straw Appliqué 
Artist, taught me this beautiful art form. I juried into the Spanish 
Market in 2000. 

My upbringing & privilege of being born in Santa Fe taught me a 
wonderful understanding of my Hispanic culture and 
traditions. The art of Straw Appliqué has become my passion.     
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37. Pi Luna 
Together We Are Whole 
14.5” x 16.5” framed print 
$50.00 

This piece is about working together to repair 
what has been broken. It is about putting the 
pieces back together to find unity and 
wholeness. 

Artist Statement  

Every painting starts with a problem in Pi’s life. Instead of focusing 
on the details and particulars of the problem, she dives deeper. Pi 
becomes interested in the emotions that arise and how her life is 
connected to universal experiences she sees with those around 
her. Often imagery and metaphor come to her and there begins 
the story. 

Contact: (505) 469-7311 or pilunapress@gmail.com 
Website: pilunaart.com 

*Cover Artist 
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38. Adrian Martinez 
Manos Extrañándose (Hands reaching for each other) 
30” x 40” oil on canvas 

This piece is about the year 2020. The two hands 
are reaching for one another but not quite 
touching, It is about social distancing, separation 
and distancing we have done to one another. 
But it is hopeful because the hands are reaching 
towards one another in an expression of 

humanity and connection. It has been a difficult year but there is 
always hope if we choose to reach out to one another. 

Artist Statement  

I am a life-long artist who loves to create art that reflects the 
beauty of our incredible state. I try to incorporate the land, the 
colors, the people and energy that resonate around us. New 
Mexico is a very unique part of the world where ancient cultures 
and histories survive and thrive. I grew up in Santa Cruz in 
northern New Mexico where I was surrounded by a very strong 
artistic and historic influence. These influences are evident in my 
work and have also served as an inspiration. 

*Cover Artist 
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39. Carol Mell 
Bird’s Ascension 
16” x 16” x 2” mixed media (pigment print, beeswax, oils)  
$650.00 

I believe this painting expresses the idea of a 
vision of hope and healing. I have always 
watched the birds, and believed what I was 
taught by the Native people, that they carry 
messages between humans and the heavens. In 
this time of great trial, I depend on the little 

birds to carry my prayers to the ears of the watchful God. I have 
few actions to take, but the one I feel certain about, is to give 
seeds to the birds and put out water every day for their use.  
I have hope that the world will be better one day for them and for 
us. 

Artist Statement  

Carol Mell grew up in Oregon where she played in a world of 
imagination; where trees, sturgeon, squirrels and whales spoke. 
She earned a BFA in Dance from The Juilliard School. Her journey 
through dance, writing and photography led her to painting, both 
digitally and physically. From her Rio Rancho studio, her digital 
images are printed, mounted on panel, then painted and textured 
with beeswax and oils. Her paintings represent perfect hours in 
the sun and rain in a world created for healing and joy. She 
exhorts her fans, collectors and friends to “Follow the Dirt Road in 
Your Soul.” 

Contact: (575) 770-0743 or artist@carolmell.com  
Website: www.carolmell.com 
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40. Bill Mohr 
Maya Shaman 
24” x 30” oil on hardboard 
$700.00 

Different cultures throughout history have 
expressed their vision of hope and healing in 
many different ways. This painting depicts a 
contemporary healing ritual at Tikal, a pre-
columbian site in Guatemala. Through 
performed rituals these shamans offered healing. 

Artist Statement  

I like to refer to myself as a documentary painter with a 
photography background. Most of my work relates to my 
neighborhood and the people in my life. I live in a neighborhood 
where some families have roots that go back three hundred years. 
The rich cultural life here is unique, and I want to preserve visible 
aspects of it before it all disappears. Many of the subjects of my 
paintings – buildings, people – are already changed or gone. I am 
also inspired by the closeness of the open spaces, both mountain 
and high desert, as well as the ways people express themselves 
visually through things like hand-painted signs for businesses, and 
grafitti and murals on walls. I also like to make paintings of places 
I have visited on vacations.  

Contact: billmohr19@comcast.net 
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41. Fr. Peter Muller, O. Praem. 
Mom’s Midnight Garden 
Montage 

My mother, following in the footsteps of her own 
mother, delights in keeping a garden. It is a 
labor of love which brings the family cherry 
tomatoes, Chile pequin, and strawberries from 
the back yard, and lemons, peaches, apricots 
and blood oranges from the front yard. Mom 

also loves her flowers. One year we put together a little montage 
entitled, “Mom’s Midnight Garden.” It features miniature roses, 
full-sized roses, sweat peas, lavender, and other flowers. The 
image hangs in her living room. Through nature we are granted a 
glimpse of hope, as we witness the cycle of life renewing itself 
from season to season. The power of plants to heal and thrive 
again reveals what is possible for each one of us. 

Artist Statement  

Fr. Peter is a Norbertine priest of Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey. He 
has been ordained for twenty-seven years now. Fr. Peter does not 
consider himself to be an artist, but understands the power of art 
and images to convey a message. “Many complex concepts are 
easier to understand with an image or diagram,” he says. His 
tools of choice are Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator. Through 
these he has been able to learn similar software employing the 
“layers” method. These days much of Fr. Peter’s creative energy is 
exhibited through his parish website. You can find it at 
www.stedwinabq.com. 
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42. Meg Munro 
Sorrow Becomes Compassion 
22” x 30” (30” x 38” framed), transparent watercolor on Arches 
300 lb. rag 

“Sorrow Becomes Compassion” is an image of 
Nuestra Senora de Soledad from Oaxaca. I put 
her with the red roses of sorrow and the daisies 
of light-heartedness. The purple mountains are 
at the opening of an alluvial fan in the Sierra 
Madres near Puerto Vallarta, MX. If we go to Our 

Lady with our pain and sorrow, if we allow ourselves to 
acknowledge it and be with it, then it is transmuted so that we 
understand the fullness of life and our hope is renewed that all is 
well.  

Artist Statement  

Since 2012, after putting Guadalupe into one of my paintings, my 
art-making merged with my spiritual longings. I currently have 11 
“Apparition” paintings and several more drawn and waiting to be 
painted. Two corona virus-inspired drawings have bumped to the 
head of the line. It is my consolation and honor to be painting the 
Apparition series. 
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43. Jennifer Murphy-Dye 
Reenvisioning Brokenness 
42” x 42” quilt, 100% cotton fabrics 

I have named this quilt “Reenvisioning 
Brokenness.” In a departure from my usual 
appliqué art quilts, I used a pieced pattern, 
appropriately called "kaleidoscope." A 
kaleidoscope is an apt symbol for these times; it 
uses broken pieces and shards and fashions 

them into something beautiful and whole yet different for each 
person looking through the lens. I selected vibrant colors in 
rainbow hues because biblically the rainbow represents the hope 
and the promise that we and our world will survive. 

Artist Statement  

Quilting is one of my passions, especially creating quilts with a 
positive message, incorporating the natural world, poetry, and 
theology. I love my faith, and currently teach Religion at Holy 
Ghost Catholic School as well as a course in St. Norbert College’s 
MTS program. I am married to Brian, who graciously offers 
requested feedback on my designs, and have three children and 
two grandchildren. In my spare time of late, quilting has been 
pushed aside to allow for face mask sewing, which has become 
somewhat of an obsession – and a great way to use smaller 
pieces of fabric! 
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44. Br. Lucas Myers, O. Praem. 
Hope Breakthrough 
16” acrylic on triangle canvas 

My interpretation of this piece is that God 
(referring to the Holy Spirit) gives us hope in 
guiding us where we need to be in life, 
especially when finding answers to uncertain 
circumstances. 

Artist Statement  

Bro. Lucas Myers, O. Praem., 1st Year Novice from Kansas. 

I'm an amateur artist and love to paint on my free time, though 
painting is one avenue to relieve stress or to feel more in touch 
with my spiritual life. Besides painting, I try to explore other 
mediums that catch my attention or inspire me in a different way 
to create art. This is my second year of participating in the art 
exhibit and have been encouraged to participate. In participating 
in this exhibit I have felt that, as God's own creation, we too are 
participating in creating wonderful works and thus giving glory to 
God in them. 
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45. Samantha Ng 
Begin Again 
11” x 14” acrylic paint on canvas 

What we often view as the death of one thing 
from our perspective are often brand new 
beginnings from God’s view. God’s plans and 
ways are higher than ours. Let go, let God, and 
let the old things die, trust on the other side is 
hope, healing, and a far better plan than you 

could imagine. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.” Heb 11:1. 

Artist Statement  

Samantha Ng, I find inspiration in God’s creations. I love to 
challenge myself with other mediums, including mixed media.  
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46. Louise M. Nielsen, O. Praem.obl. 
The Desert Will Bloom (Isaiah 35:2) 
Round approx. 19” diameter, handcrafted stained glass in a 
wooden frame 

During this time of the covid-19 pandemic, fires 
and floods, and a country divided, there is hope 
for a brighter future. 

New life will spring from the ashes and we will 
once again be able to see more clearly the 
beauty of our world. When we have finished 

masking our faces, we will once again be able to share our smiles 
and shout our praises to the glory of God. 

Artist Statement  

Louise Nielsen is a Norbertine Community Oblate and a Pastoral 
Associate at Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary. She loves to draw 
and design using natural subjects especially woodland animals 
and materials such as rocks and stones. Handcrafting small 
stained glass windows allows her to incorporate both the beauty 
of nature with the sacred light of glass. While time for artistic 
endeavors is limited, Louise finds that an artistic pause refreshes 
and lightens the spirit. Louise lives with her husband, six dogs, 
five birds, a fish, horse and cat and looks to nature for peace and 
delight. 
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47. Brian C. Nixon 
Word and World 
8” x 10.5” watercolor on paper painting 

Word and World is a 8x10 ½ watercolor on 
paper painting that represents two revelations of 
God—inferring a third, Jesus Christ (the Word). 

The two revelations are:   
•Specific revelation, the word (the Church/Bible) 
•General revelation, the world (creation) 

The word is represented by the Church, with the Tri-unity of God 
depicted in numeric configuration, 3 in 1, highlighted in the 
windows. 

The world is represented by a scientific formula for quantum 
physics in the sky. 

In an analogous way, the two revelations symbolically point to 
Christ, the Word made flesh, (John 1:14); that which is unseen—
God, made visible. 

Artist Statement  

Brian C. Nixon is a writer, artist, musician, educator, and family 
man. As a writer and artist, he yearns to inspire the Christian 
imagination, focusing on three broad areas: truth, beauty, and 
goodness, often summarized as the poetics.   

In Word and World, Brian seeks to present two means by which 
God provides hope and healing to the world—spiritual healing 
(Jesus/Bible) and physical healing (science/medicine), as 
represented by the church and mathematical formula. 
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48. Jessica Nojek 
Formlessness in Blue 
36” x 24” acrylic paint and mediums on cradled panel with 
gold metal leaf, clear resin finish, finished cradle frame with 
acrylic and distressed gold metal leaf 
FOR SALE 

Formlessness in Blue is an abstract piece 
expressing my hope that this time of isolation 
will open our hearts to our unity and the ability 
to see we are one in our joy and suffering, our 
shared experience of the pandemic. Through 
layers of texture using hard molding paste and 

acrylic mediums, I finished the piece with unobscured metal leaf 
as a representation of our heart’s clear awareness that our light is 
reflected in our human and spiritual connection. This light is our 
spiritual truth, beyond the broken circles we sometimes create for 
ourselves. 

Artist Statement  

I am an abstract, acrylic painter in love with layering, 
texture, and gold metal leaf, based in Albuquerque, 
NM. I work in abstract layers and gold metal leaf as 
a contemplation on the layers within our mind 
between our darkness and light; our ego and heart. 
In life we have moments of clarity tied to something 

bigger than what and who we think we are, and the back and 
forth in our minds and hearts between clarity and thought is the 
“what” that I attempt to share with others through art. 

Contact: (202) 236-3472 
Website: www.jessicanojek.com 
Instagram: @jessicanojekart 
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49. Dan Noyes 
Hanging Out 
48” x 32” acrylic on canvas 
$450.00 

'Hanging Out' is my depiction of community in a 
timeless landscape. Thomas Merton said it best: 
 “The deepest level of communication is not 
communication, but communion. It is wordless. It 
is beyond words. It is beyond speech. It is 
beyond concept. Not that we discover a new 

unity, but we discover an old unity. My dear brothers and sisters, 
we are already one. But we imagine we are not. And what we 
have to recover is our original unity. What we have to be, is what 
we are.” - Thomas Merton, (d. 1968) From The Asian Journal 

Artist Statement  

Dan Noyes is a printmaker with a Fine Arts degree from UNM. He 
has shown his work in solo and group shows. His work has been 
published in ‘Inquiring Mind’, ‘Printmakers Remember 911’, ‘Koji’ 
and ‘Vietnam Mandala’. He is a founding member of Remarque 
New Grounds Print Workshop where he teaches classes in 
printmaking. He lives in Albuquerque with his family. You can see 
more of his work at www.dannoyes.net. 

Contact: abquart@yahoo.com 
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50. Tamara Page 
The 70th Miracle 
Vintage jewelry, upcycled frame and metal tin, found objects  

My artistic depiction of Our Lady of Lourdes 
grotto in Lourdes, France and a tribute to the 
miraculous healing of French nun, Sister 
Bernadette Moriau, after visiting the grotto in 
2008. Hers was the 70th healing officially 
recognized by the Catholic Church. 

Artist Statement  

My work conveys the struggles of faith found, and fortune lost; of 
idols cast down, and unlikely heroes held aloft; of birth, 
death...and rebirth. Using a collection of mostly vintage and 
found objects, creating artwork is meditative for me. I allow the 
Holy Spirit to tell my hands what each piece should become, and 
pray that it connects to its future owner in a spiritual and 
meaningful way. As I work, disparate bits slowly collect 
themselves, and by adding new dimension, color and texture, 
they eventually become whole again with a new-found life and a 
new story to share. 

Instagram: @tamarapageart 
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51. Helena de la Paz 
In Depth Healing 
28.5” x 40.5” photography collage, framed 
$1200.00 

This piece is comprised of photographs 
combined together to instill a sense of curiosity, 
hope and healing. The pictures of single objects 
represent our need to take individual 
responsibility to heal and positively transform. 
The pictures with multiple objects represents our 

need to unite and heal together collectively. We are One in this 
humanity with nothing but the Power of Love uniting us. May we 
continue to go inward in order to extend infinitely outward to 
unite with compassion, empathy and love.   

Artist Statement  

The artist to this piece is Helena de la Paz. She is an amateur 
photographer in addition to being a Licensed Mental Health 
Counselor and Spiritual Therapist. Her websites are 
www.hyphenatedphotography.com & www.loveishealer.com. 

Contact: (505) 385-3259 
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52. Janie Perry Gonzales 
Imagine 
60” x 45” acrylic on wood panel 
$3800.00 

Imagine… A world with racial equality and 
peace. What if, after one of the most turbulent 
years in U.S. history, with an illumination of 
“2020 vision,” we finally learn to love and treat 
all of God’s unique children as equals? 

My painting is inspired by the beautiful Parable 
of the Sower, Luke 8:4-8, where our Lord describes the uncertain 
destination of seeds. I feel like we, his children, are like seeds of 
diversity. In the garden of life, our opportunities have not been 
equal. But imagine the possibilities in a world flourishing with 
equality, respect, harmony, and peace. Just imagine… 

Artist Statement  

In my artwork, I am “drawn” to painting ideas, symbolism, and 
unusual perspectives. My objective is that viewers might carry the 
images in their minds and think about them long after they walk 
away. 

Diversity, is extremely important to me in many aspects of life and 
especially in my artwork, including the piece in this show. I am a 
proud native of Albuquerque and have resided in six different 
cities, including three in Zaragoza, Spain. I earned a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts from UNM and am curator of Vida Art Connections art 
exhibitions. 

Contact: janiefay7@yahoo.com or (505) 306-1491 
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53. Rob Pierson 
Butterfly on Bee Balm 
13” x 19” framed print 

Butterfly on Bee Balm. I find a vision of hope and 
healing in nature. "Do not worry," says Jesus and 
points to the flowers in the field. This image is 
part of a series I did on kairos and chora (sacred 
time and sacred space), which are all around us 
all the time. How often do we stop to dwell in 

them? Nothing is ordinary if we look closely enough. I think of a 
quote from the theologian Belden Lane: "The one great practical 
truth of the incarnation is that the ordinary is no longer at all what 
it appears.” 

Artist Statement  

Rob Pierson lives in Albuquerque, NM and loves the 
light and the landscape, particularly the Jemez 
Mountains, where this picture was taken. Rob has a 
scientific background and a Master of Ministry from 
a Quaker seminary. He attends Albuquerque 
Friends’ Meeting, works as a systems engineer, 

serves on various Quaker committees, and helps organize the 
New Mexico Pilgrimage for Unity (hope you can join in on a 
pilgrimage some day!). He is fascinated by the relation of science 
to faith and in our experience of sacred time and space. 
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54. John Rebstock 
Mission of Hope 
11” x 22” x 15” church, wood, mortar, commercially-available 
religious items, stained glass 
$300.00 

I wanted to convey the character and beauty of 
an old adobe church. Churches have always 
served as sources of hope. They have 
persevered through difficult times and have 
offered refuge to those who are threatened, and 
healing to those who have suffered great 

losses. They give people hope to carry on and trust in the power 
of God to deliver them from all manner of evil. Churches offer 
healing through fellowship, scriptures, sacred images, and even 
soil with healing properties.   

Artist Statement  

Over the years I have produced many replica 
buildings which are intended to capture the feeling 
and character of the southwest. Although I have 
earned my living as an engineer and attorney, I have 
always made art – from buildings like this, to 
paintings in watercolors and oils, and 

woodcarvings. I attended the Glassell School of Art at The 
Museum of Fine Arts in Houston. I have been in juried art shows 
in Austin, San Antonio and Kerrville, Texas. My family and I are 
members of the First Presbyterian Church here in Albuquerque. 

Contact: (505) 244-1005 
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55. Julie Reichert 
Portal 
18.5” x 22” handmade paper, ink jet photo, pastel pencil on 
plexiglass 

In times that feel oppressive, dense, and 
unyielding, a crack can appear and become a 
portal to something different. 

Artist Statement  

I’ve been messing around with paper for the past twenty years, 
exploring fibers, textures, pigments. Lately, I’ve also been 
incorporating photos into some of my pieces as well. I’m drawn to 
a paper, a color, an image, and generally let the materials suggest 
the work. Nothing ever comes out the way I plan it, so I’m always 
surprised. 
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56. Angelika Rinnhofer 
a priori: Jutta’s torte & Miriam’s books 
16” x 20” black and white photographs 

The two 16x20” black and white photographs 
are part of my project “a priori.” Last year, I 
performed transcribing part of an interview with 
one of the participants of my project during 
“What is Holiness.” 

I took the images while recording people’s 
stories of the revelation of their Jewish roots. 
Each picture is "A Vision of Hope and Healing,” 
as each participant experienced the horrors of 
the Holocaust. The fact that these women 
welcomed me, a German, non-Jewish woman, 

into their homes and shared their experiences and hospitality with 
me, are proof that hope and healing are possible and urgently 
needed. 

Artist Statement  

Angelika Rinnhofer works in photography, video, 
dance and performance but at times incorporates 
non-traditional art media. In her work she reflects on 
the feeling of belonging and the effect of memory 
on her sense of affinity. She is also an educator, 
which comprises an important part of her life as an   
artist. 

Rinnhofer immigrated to the US from Germany, where she had 
gone to art school and trained as a commercial photographer. 
Since then, migration and its consequences of uprooting, re-
settling, and remembering have been paramount considerations 
in her art practice. She has shown her art nationally and 
internationally. 

 65



57. Michelle L. Rusk 
Believe 
20” x 16” acrylic on canvas 
$125.00 

The colors purple and turquoise are often called 
healing and the colors used for those whose 
lives are touched by suicide. This painting was 
created as a statement for not just people who 
have lost someone to suicide, but also for 
prevention and acknowledgment of those who 

have attempted suicide. However, the word “believe” is much 
more than that. It is the ground of so much of our faith and our 
spiritual endurance as we journey forward in life, seeking hope 
and healing no matter what we face. 

Artist Statement  

Michelle L. Rusk, Ph.D., is an author of ten books 
and the owner of the lifestyle brand, Chelle Summer. 
She spent nearly twenty years traveling the world 
speaking and writing about suicide prevention and 
suicide grief. Today she focuses on her creative side 
by inspiring people through writing, painting, 

making handbags, home décor, and apparel. Her most recent 
book is a novel, “That Cooking Girl.” Read more about Michelle 
at www.chellesummer.com. 

Contact: michelle@chellehead.com 
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58. Laura Salamy 
Holes 
68” x 33” x 0.75” hand-hooked wool yarn, silk sari yarn, velvet 
strips, and crepe fabric strips 
$1200.00 

Motherhood leaves behind holes, real, often un-
patchable, irreversible. Damage is physical and 
deeply emotional no matter the child. Children 
leave holes just by leaving, from the womb or 
home. 

The piece is hand-hooked using mostly recycled textiles. As 
children wear down their clothes, they can leave their mother in 
tatters as well. 

But there is deep love for our children despite the wounds they 
inflict. We never lose love for our kids. 

Swirls suggest the intertwining of life, blood, spirit. Life and love 
are dynamic, always flowing between mother and child. Life 
constructs life, but it also destroys. Some of that dysfunction can 
heal or at least be patched so that the life and love go on. 

Artist Statement  

Laura Salamy is a fiber artist doing “less than 
traditional rug hooking.” That is, the mats and rugs 
aren’t necessarily fashioned using only woolen strips 
or yarn. Up-cycling "throw-aways" to art is a priority 
as it was for the original and very practical rug 
hooking artists who threw virtually nothing away. 

(They couldn't afford to) Find more information about her work at 
www.highonhooking.com. Laura serves as President of the Adobe 
Wool Arts Guild, New Mexico’s only rug hooking guild. 

Contact: (505) 554-2386 or Laura@highonhooking.com 

 67



59. Vicki Shuck 
Prayer of St. Brendan 
17” x 11” acrylic on paper 
$475.00 

This painting speaks to me of HOPE that comes 
from a faith in a “God of Possibilities”. To be 
willing to be led like Brendan by God, and to 
participate with God in “breaking fresh ground” 
opens up the way for “on earth as it is in 
Heaven” to occur. A willingness to “leave old 

ways” and to allow the ground within to be broken up is key to 
being a participant in this New Creation. In surrender to God, 
there is hope. 

Artist Statement  

For over 40 years, Oregon artist, Vicki Shuck, has enjoyed a life 
full of painting, drawing, printmaking and teaching art. Her “slice 
of life” oil paintings of everyday people and places are part of the 
resurgence of art that is reminiscent of the American Scene 
paintings of the first half of the 20th century. She has also 
illustrated books and other publications for Gracewatch Media, 
St. Mary’s Press, Living Grace Publications and Franciscan 
Publications, among others. Her sacred art is available on Etsy at 
Esperanza Arts and her fine art can be seen at 
www.vickishuck.com.  

Contact: vickishuck@gmail.com 
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60. Linda Signorelli 
Our Truth Within His Cross 
8.5” x 11.5” mixed media 

The portrait of Jesus was intended to depict His 
Humanity and Divinity. It's the Truth within His 
Cross that becomes our vision of Hope and 
Healing. Each color, universally represents Life, 
Sacrifice and Peace. 

The mixed media techniques (pastel, charcoal, toned grey paper) 
are applied to wood, along with wood burning. 

This rendering hopefully reflects the essence of life's hope within 
all of us. 

Artist Statement  

Within my work, there's a continued endeavor to emphasize 
symbolism along with the hope of evoking an emotional response 
to relationship. 
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61. Peter Smith 
A Homage to Claude Monet 
16” x 20” oil on canvas 
$500.00 

After the First World War with its countless 
deaths and in the midst of a pandemic, the 
octogenarion Monet gave France and the world 
a suite of paintings depicting water lilies. Behind 
their surface beauty was pain and healing. The 
lilies were like the fallen struggling up from the 

earth towards the light, silently expressing the Psalm, “Out of the 
depths we cry unto thee.” The image I am submitting is a tribute 
to Monet and all things of great sorrow that cry out for healing. 

Artist Statement  

Peter Smith is Professor Emeritus from UNM. He is a Fulbright 
alumnus and painter with work in many public and private 
collections. He has reached the age Monet painted his water lilies 
100 years ago. 

Contact: (505) 867-1211 or pjsmith@unm.edu  
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62. Jamye St. Romain 
There is Hope 
12” x 16” oil on panel 
$420.00 

I know there is hope because I understand the 
tulip’s urge to lean toward the Sun, especially in 
the morning. From the darkness, the reach 
toward the Source is the most natural thing to 
do. Illumine me, O Giver of Hope, and make me 
ablaze with the light of your love. O Joy! 

Artist Statement  

I am a self-taught visual artist interested in shape and color, 
especially in two-dimensional studio art. I work intuitively, and I 
am driven by my curiosity toward the creative process itself. I 
enjoy making art that gives me opportunities for expression and 
creative surprise. My art-making is about connecting to personal 
experience, and my aim is to offer my viewers a connection to 
personal experience as well. I have lived in Baton Rouge, 
Louisville, Atlanta, and Santa Fe. I currently live in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico.   

Contact: (225) 802-0466 or JamyeStRomainArt@gmail.com 
Website: www.JamyeStRomainArt.com 
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63. Mary Kay Tenorio 
The Multiplication of Fish 
56.5” x 66.5” naturally dyed churro wool 

Our problems multiply like the fish on the rug 
until everything appears hopeless. With faith our 
hope returns and our problems diminish. 
This monumental weaving project was in the 
works for many years. However, the experience 
of the pandemic and the subsequent time of 

isolation gave birth to both the time and motivation to challenge 
moments of despair into creative expression. Maybe now the fish 
no longer multiply like the challenges of this year, but as the fish 
that fed the multitude--a sign of abundant blessing.  

Artist Statement  

Mary Kay started weaving 10 years ago after retiring. She took 
classes from master weaver Karen Martinez at the El Rito campus 
of Northern New Mexico Community College for 10 years. She 
also took a 6-week class from Navajo weaver Pearl Sunrise 5 years 
ago. 
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64. Lawrence Vargas 
Martha—A Mother’s Love 
Submitted by Teresa Vargas 
12” x 9” hand-painted blackware 
$700.00 

Note from the Artist: If sold, we would like for 
$200.00 to go to the Norbertine Community. 

MOTHERHOOD—It is in that God-given role 
that a ‘mother figure’ becomes a ‘vision of hope 
and healing’ in times of adversity.  Words of 
wisdom, sweet embraces, heartfelt prayers from 

her never ending LOVE are powerful in ‘the way that a child 
should go’… 

A MOTHER’S LOVE—in its intensity & compassion, in times of 
despair & joy, in its faith & devotion—NEVER ENDS.  

This hand-painted blackware named after Lawrence’s sister, 
Martha, is a reflection of the original clay sculpture he created as 
she awaited the birth of her third child—who were twins—a 
double blessing! 

Artist Statement  

Proud of his multicultural ancestry, nationally acclaimed artist 
Lawrence Vargas’ inspirations stem from his rich and varied 
lineage. It is the influence of early Mayan/Aztec beginnings as 
well as his roots in Mexico, Spain and South America that emerge 
as a unique blending of cultures in his art. This ‘mestizo’ or mix of 
cultures intertwined with the faith and tradition of his New 
Mexican ancestry are reflective of his distinctive artistic style—
what he considers is a gift from God. Thus, he shares his gift—his 
reflections of history, culture, family, faith and traditions with 
you… 

Contact: vargasterry@gmail.com 
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65. Samuel Vojtech 
Salvador de El Corona  
2’ x 4’ wood burned and carved plywood 

While reciting the apostles's creed the phrase 
'He descended into hell' has resounded. Christ 
died & went to hell. According to Dante' the city 
in hell named "dis" suffered a cataclysmic 
earthquake upon his arrival. I picture the 
victorious Christ demanding things, the natives 

fearfully submitting, and the victorious Christ leaving to return to 
his Father in heaven; whose will was done. I created this piece to 
portray my vision of Jesus going through hell unscathed. There is 
a pandemic and the forests are on fire but God, Jesus, & the Holy 
Spirit are with us. Jesus conquered death & God's kingdom is 
saved. 

Artist Statement  

Samuel Joseph Vojtech is a Hispanic artist, machinist, mechanic, 
& healthcare worker. He has been a lifelong artist & was born in 
Albuquerque, NM. Although he has sold art professionally & has 
won multiple awards, he has held many occupations & careers as 
a craftsman. Be that as it may, he loves God, his son Jesus, the 
Saints, & their portrayal there of in traditional and contemporary 
art. He has many styles & has worked many mediums including 
aerosol art, painting, & drawing. However, he has recently worked 
primarily in wood carving & woodburning.  
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66. Lisa White 
Sedona Moon 
8” x 8” matte/glass, 12” x 12” framed, mixed media botanical 
collage created with botanicals that I collect, press and 
preserve on a background of handmade and painted paper 
$120.00 

In my work, I look for patterns and repetitions in 
nature that are reflected at the microcosmic and 
macrocosmic level (e.g., flowers that are shaped 
like miniature trees or the star shaped sepals of a 
rose). A focus on the sacred geometry of nature 
is a golden thread running through my designs. 

In this way, I seek to accentuate the smaller pieces that create the 
whole. I hope that my works inspire people to reflect upon their 
relationship with nature more closely and what role they play in 
the expression of the divine.  

Artist Statement  

I have always been inspired by nature and its expressions in the 
landscape and have spent many years studying the ways that 
humans use plants for food, fiber, medicine -- and in my case, for 
art, decoration, beauty and healing. I have been creating and 
selling mixed media botanical collages using handmade and 
painted papers with botanical specimens that I collect, press, 
preserve and enhance using a unique process since 2006. My 
work has expanded into a line of botanical collage jewelry and 
most recently ecoprinted wearable art. I have exhibited at many 
juried art shows and have my works in shops, museums and 
galleries throughout North America; my designs have also been 
featured in catalogs and magazines.   

Contact: whitedawn@gmail.com 
Website: www.whitedawndesigns.com  
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67. Holy Ghost Catholic School 
Hope Rocks 
Submitted by Jennifer Murphy-Dye 
Dimensions vary, river rocks, acrylic paints, permanent markers, 
clear sealant 

For many in quarantine, walking outdoors 
became a refuge from being inside for most of 
the day for weeks on end. To buoy the spirits of 
those venturing outside, Holy Ghost Catholic 
School middle school students painted “hope 
rocks.” These stones with short, inspirational 

messages are placed throughout the neighborhood and 
community. They serve as reminders that God is our rock during 
times of trouble, and we are not alone. 

Artist Statement  

Holy Ghost Catholic School 6th, 7th, and 8th graders learn both 
the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy in their Religion classes 
and are taught the importance of both. During the pandemic, it 
has been difficult to engage in the usual service projects that 
involve direct service opportunities (usually Corporal Works of 
Mercy). Hope Rocks was a class service project that gave students 
the opportunity to do Spiritual Works – in this case, “comfort the 
afflicted” – and offer hope, reassurance, and perhaps a little joy 
during these challenging times. 
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Multi-Media  
Performance Art 
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68. Nicolás Cabrera 
Luz navideña 
16” x 20” Spanish poem and matted photo 

Luz navideña (Christmas Light) is a Spanish poem 
and matted photo (16” x 20”) dedicated to 
luminarias and both offer hope and healing 
through picture and words. In some places, 
luminarias are known as farolitos, and the poem 
has a jovial exchange between both names. In 

12 verses, the poem explores the simple beauty and message of 
hope this traditional New Mexican decoration offers as it lights 
the way for the Niño Dios on Christmas Eve. 

Artist Statement 

Nicolás Cabrera is an award-winning Neomexicano 
(New Mexican) author who writes in English and 
Spanish. His first book of poetry, Ecos 
Neomexicanos: Poesía de la Tierra del Encanto, won 
first place in the Spanish book category in the 2019 
New Mexico-Arizona Book Awards and in 2015 he 

won a national award for his poem La yerbabuena by the National 
Federation of Press Women. Luz navideña is his favorite Spanish 
poem in Ecos Neomexicanos. He currently works with the 
immigrant community as a librarian in Denver while continuing to 
write poetry, novels, and plays. 

Ecos Neomexicanos is available on Amazon and for $10 at select 
local bookstores – full listing on nicolascabrera.com  
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69. Celina Chavez 
Hope 
Piano composition, 1:30 

“Pray, hope, and don’t worry.” // St. Padre Pio 
 

This song was inspired by our time in quarantine 
earlier this year - this time of not knowing when 
life would return to normal, waiting to return to 
Mass, longing to gather with loved ones, of 
potential and creativity. I embrace that God 

works in our circumstances and lives to make way for His grace 
that we might seek faith, gratitude, and time – time to pray, to 
rest and find courage, to discern and heal as we may need, to 
open our hands. With this song, I thank God for sustaining and 
guiding me through each step of this time with loving hope, and 
through every ‘one minute and a half’ of my life.  

Artist Statement  

My name is Celina Chavez, and I am blessed to assist in the Art at 
the Abbey initiative. For as long as I can remember, I have been 
moved by the arts, by the Holy Spirit’s presence in them. I believe 
it is the work of the Holy Trinity in my life that has cultivated my 
value for a perspective and presence of hope, a value I am always 
seeking to share. I love my family, friends, and Catholic faith more 
than I can say, and I’m thankful for how God continues to use 
everything, including my home here in Albuquerque, to inspire 
me toward faith, hope and love. 
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70. Sr. Desiré Anne-Marie Findlay 
“Rescue" by Lauren Daigle 
Improv/freestyle dance 

I chose this song because it reminds me that 
God is here with me, especially in the mess and 
in the storms of life. God's hope and healing 
make themselves known in my life through 
gentle reminders that I am not alone, and that I 
am seen, heard, and loved by God. It's this love 
that "rescues" me and makes me whole. 

Artist Statement  

My name is Sister Desiré Anne-Marie Findlay and I am a member 
of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Felix of Cantalice, a 
Franciscan community otherwise known as the Felician Sisters. I 
grew up in Albuquerque, NM but currently live near Pittsburgh, 
PA where I minister as the Vocation Director for my congregation. 
I have enjoyed writing, dancing, and drawing since I was a child. 
While I haven’t taken any professional courses to improve my 
skills, I still enjoy writing, dance, and art as forms of prayer that 
enrich my relationship with God. 
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71. Maki Kimura & Michael Herndon 
Hard Times Come Again No More 
Music Video (sound engineer - David Kelly) 

“Hard Times Come Again No More” was written 
by Stephen Foster and published in 1854. We 
recorded this song in June 2020, while Black 
Lives Matter movement was gradually getting 
intense. We thought we would like to take a 
moment and speak to our times with some 
hope. 

Artist Statement  

Michael Herndon is originally from Brooklyn, NY and has been 
living in Albuquerque since 1988. Versatile in multiple genres, 
Michael has been building generations of fans with his distinctive 
style of vocals. Maki Kimura is originally from Tokyo, Japan and 
has been in the US for 16 years. As an award-winning 
collaborative pianist, her concert performances have spanned 
three continents. Over the years Michael and Maki shared stages 
in various band setting but since the pandemic began, they 
started playing a duet. Their different cultural backgrounds make 
their sound unique.  
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72. Matthew Luévano Campbell 
Babels 
Poem, 2014 

The Babels we erect in our hearts 
Crumble into shadow, 
rise again, and crumble 

And the way you thought was the way: 
Vanishing now into the void  
of all your failures 

And the blood in you: 
Draining out into the night 
widening between you and everything 

And, by some miracle, you are found: 

God – Happens 

Comes singular and soft,  
like a solitary dove, soaring  
over the black wreckage of your heart, 

comes and nests in the one 
still-standing steeple of your selfhood 

And out of this…what? 

…can it even be named? 

Perhaps the whole of life then: 
But to witness this great 
work of the Creator in you, 
undertaken at night, 
accomplished in secrete, 
and sealed in silence; 
to feel His hands 
kneading you, slowly, 
painfully, into the heart of everything, 
plunging you in and out of hopelessness, 

seasoning you 

Artist Statement 

I am Matthew Campbell, a poet and musician from 
Tucson, Arizona now residing in the beautiful 
bosque of Albuquerque, New Mexico. In these 
places, perhaps, as in all landscapes across the 
world, the things of Heaven and the things of Earth 
converge and intersect in striking ways. The strivings 

of one and the strivings of the other writ like the story of Jacob 
into the emptiness and beauty of the landscape, coursing silently 
within the same dark river. 

My purpose behind creating remains somewhat, in my mind, a 
mystery. But even so, a calling. The sole form of accreditation is 
that I am a fellow sojourner. And all that is known is that a voice in 
the wilderness cries out and yearns to be heard, by however 
many or few.  

Blog: https://avoiceinthewildernessblog.com/ 
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73. Brian C. Nixon 
In The Milky Way 
Poem 

The day they cut you open to 
remove the tumor, I sat in the 
hospital waiting room 
dreaming of space. The universe 
is so big, galaxies fill the expanse 
with colossal beauty. Has 
Andromeda found its center?  
  
Has Canis Major revealed its 
density? I know not. But here in 
this place the vastness of you has 
been slashed, revealing millions of 

intricate constellations, cellular 
fiber of blood and bone. Can I 
tell the difference between the 
  
two—you and the cosmos?  
Only in degree. I cannot know 
but this: you are capable of the 
universe and it is better to flicker 
than fade, emitting untold light that 
I can’t fully perceive, my view 
limited by the stars. 

In the Milky Way was inspired by a surgery my wife, Melanie, was 
having. As I sat in the waiting room for her, I likened her body to 
the cosmos, with many mysteries and beauty manifest in its form.  
In the end, the poem is about hope and healing. Hope that the 
surgery would turn out successful; healing, in that she’d mend 
quickly from the invasive surgery. I was reading Thomas Aquinas 
as I wrote the poem, pulling a line from his work. Aquinas’ quote 
is as follows: “The greatness of the human being consists in this: 
that it is capable of the universe.” De Veritate (On Truth) q. 1, art. 
2, ad 4. 

Artist Statement  

Brian C. Nixon is a writer, artist, musician, educator, and family 
man. As a writer and artist, he yearns to inspire the Christian 
imagination, focusing on three broad areas: truth, beauty, and 
goodness, often summarized as the poetics.   
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74. Linda Signorelli 
Come One to Me 
Hymn 

  
Come one to me, come all to me, 
Come with all your fears. 
Come one to me, come all to me, 
do not hide your tears. 
  
I'm present in the light of dawn, 
I'll be there in the night. 
You'll see me in the rainy haze, 
and all throughout the bright. 
  
Come to me 
Come to me 
Come to me, all 
Come, come, now. 
  

Upon the sky, the stars 
and all Eternity, 
Nestled in the wind and trees 
and deep within the sea. 
  
I'm present in the light of dawn, 
I'll be there in the night. 
You'll see me in the rainy haze, 
and all throughout the bright. 
  
Come to me 
Come to me 
Come to me, all 
Come, come, now. 

The music was written first and the words followed while 
observing the dimming of daylight and the expression of dusk. 
During these transitional times we are experiencing, there seems 
to be so much emotion connected to the fierceness of nature… 
so we turn to God for Hope and Healing. 

Artist Statement  

Within my work, there's a continued endeavor to emphasize 
symbolism along with the hope of evoking an emotional response 
to relationship. 
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75. Cashmere J. Walker
Mortal Wound
Poem 

For the flesh desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the 
flesh. They are in conflict with each other, 
so that you are not to do whatever you 
want. Galatians 5:17 

Who am I? 
Don’t you recognize me? 
I used to be your King. 
You may not think it now, but I promise 
you, it’s true. Don’t deny it—once upon a 
time, I ruled you. 
You looked where I wished 
You lusted where I wanted 
I said whatever I desired, and you did it. 
Oh sure, your conscience might scream for 
a little while, always simpering, “No, please 
don’t do it—you know that’s wrong.” 
But usually you gave in anyway. 

 My future was guaranteed 
Thrusting your soul to-and-fro at the whim,  
With every corrupt choice,  
I led you from degradation to eventual 
damnation 
Until one day, this fleshy form would 
disintegrate, 
Revealing the stained soul consumed by 
me. 
Over the eons of punishment,  
Any sort of goodness would be 
relinquished 
All of you consumed 
Until only I remained 
Basking in the flames of eternity forever. 

And then something happened. 

You let Him in. 
(Excerpt, The Mortal Wound) 

Upon reflection, I realized healing involves both the removal of 
the bad (sin or pain) as well as the adding of the good (holiness, 
joy, peace, etc.). Inspired by verses such as Galatians 5:17 and 
Revelation 21:3-4, I wanted to tell a story of what healing would 
look like from something that was being removed in healing (like 
the flesh nature). 

Artist Statement  

My name is Cashmere J. Walker and I am a Christian literary nerd. 
Having begun writing in 5th grade, I wanted to use my gifts in a 
way that allows people to contemplate and draw nearer to our 
Creator. I hope, by God’s grace, this poem helps draw you nearer 
to God’s hope today.  
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76. Kelsey Walker
Light in the Valley 
Written/spoken piece with image

Psalm 139:13-14 
“For you created 
my inmost being: 
you knit me 
together in my 
mother’s womb. 
I praise you 
because I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made; your works 
are wonderful, I know that full well.” 

The scalpel slices through 7 layers of the 
abdomen into the uterus as if it were no 
more substantial than butter. Skin and 
muscles are pried apart. Paralyzed by 
ineffective anesthesia drugs, feeling every 
cut, tug, pull, stitch, push. Praying for God 
to take care of the baby I may never meet 
and give my husband the strength to be a 
single parent if He decides to call me 
home. 

There cannot be healing without pain, no 
growth without challenges. We tend to 

want unshakable faith without having it first 
shaken. God never promised us a problem 
free life. On the contrary, He actually 
promises that we will encounter them. “I 
have said this so that you may have peace 
in me… Here on earth there will be many 
trials and sorrows, but take heart! For I 
have overcome the world.” John 16:33 We 
are promised hard times, but we are also 
promised hope. A unique hope that only 
comes from the Father above. We may 
walk through various valleys, but the 
beautiful thing is that we are not alone in 
the valley. We have Christ with his rod and 
staff beside us, guiding us through it and 
out the other side. Just as wounds slowly 
heal and eventually scar, so does our soul 
heal. Just as we are instructed to rest after 
major surgeries, we must also learn to rest 
in the Spirit- to trust that He will heal us if 
we allow Him to. 
(Excerpt, Light in the Valley) 

A story about the struggles of labor and postpartum and the 
hope that was born through it. 

Artist Statement  

My name is Kelsey Walker and I am a 29 year old wife and 
mother. I have been through a lot of trials, but God is so good 
and has been revealing so much to me these last few months, in 
particular, as well as healing me in ways I didn't know I needed to 
be healed. 
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A Thank You to the Artists 
  
Dear Artists, 

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all of you who 
contributed works for this fifth Art at the Abbey art exhibition, “A 
Vision of Hope and Healing,” and in the midst of a pandemic. As 
we understand the arts to be many things, we draw focus to them 
as a means to express presence, an effort to be present to our 
circumstances and to where we are. When speaking about hope 
and healing, we understand that the use of these words is to 
reference life, our very personal life journeys. Healing generally 
alludes to the past, while hope usually addresses the future. And 
where does this leave the present? With us. We are entrusted 
with the present, knowing what we know about the past and 
blessing what we can for the future so we may begin or continue 
to be where we are and go forth in faith. 

We know that your participation in this exhibition is to express the 
grace of shared experience and insight surrounding hope, 
healing, and this time we are living in. To vision something 
beyond what we may know or understand here and now amidst 
so much uncertainty through your work - this is an invitation to 
our wider community to enter into their own journey (even at a 
distance) toward a deeper sense and, perhaps, new perspective 
of what it means to have and share hope and to heal and 
encourage healing as we and our world may need. Thank you for 
allowing us a glimpse into your journey. You have taken a risk in 
uniting your vision with ours, a risk we hope and strive to honor. 

May your creative endeavors continue to be richly blessed. 

With thanks and prayers, 
Celina Chavez & Fr. Graham Golden, O. Praem. 
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A Norbertine Context 

It seems that globally 2020 has been a year of significance. 
Amidst chaos, discord, profound suffering, uncertainty, and pain 
we have come to see who we as people can be at our weakest, 
most broken, and even worst selves. However, these times have 
also given rise to visions of what our potential is as a human 
family—who we can be at our very best. We could not have 
known how relevant this exhibition would be when we discerned 
the theme for this year. Movements of grace like hope and 
healing are what arise from encounters with despair and suffering. 

In a real sense our theme this year is also deeply resonant with 
the life of our Abbey community. As a community of consecrated 
people, we seek to live a life here and now that gives a vision to 
what we all hope life will be in its fullest. As Norbertines, we are 
known for our white habit as a representation of those robed in 
white who proclaimed Jesus risen from the dead to Mary 
Magdalene and her fellow women (Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-12). 
The apostles encountered this news of hope, and yet in that 
moment the tomb was still empty—their Lord was still not in 
sight. They required a vision of hope. We also gather in our daily 
chanting of the Divine Office like those robed in white, the 
multitude of the saints, as seen in the Book of Revelation (7:9-11). 
It is a statement of a life lived seeking to bring healing and 
fullness to the world that surrounds us. 

As we strive to live a vision—to give witness—to the tangible 
possibility of hope and healing in the midst of a world full of 
strife, we too have to recognize our own weakness and human 
frailty. In so doing, we find inspiration in the resilient spirit of 
those among whom we live and serve and hope that our life may 
not only be a beacon of light in the darkness, but a mirror that 
allows the world to see the emerging presence of goodness and 
grace already sown by our Creator in the heart of every person. 
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Those who may come to our Abbey home on the mesa and find 
peace, hope, and healing—thank you for also bringing to us the 
divine image that allows us to find the same. 

May you all come a deeper awareness of hope and healing as 
2020 progresses, 

Fr. Graham R. Golden, O. Praem. 
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A R T  A T  T H E  A B B E Y 
“Be lovers of spiritual beauty…” 

VISION 

Through the grace of artistic expression, Art at the Abbey seeks 
to foster solidarity within the larger community by cultivating and 
continuing our Norbertine heritage of dedication to the 
promotion of the intersection between art, faith, and culture. By 
organizing, hosting, and facilitating art exhibitions at Santa Maria 
de la Vid Abbey, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we hope to 
accompany and inspire our local community in imagining and 
visioning life in abundance through a lens of diverse human 
experiences and perspectives. 

MISSION 

Art at the Abbey gathers people of diverse stories, circumstances, 
beliefs, and perspectives together in community. We foster an 
encounter with the human experience and seek dialogue as the 
Holy Spirit inspires through art, a universal way of expression. By 
this, we hope to uphold themes of human dignity and openness 
in relation to overlying realities and movements in our world 
today to encourage resilience and hope. 

For more information, visit www.artattheabbey.com. 
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Norbertine Community 
Santa María de la Vid Abbey 

“Anima una et cor unum in Deum.” 

5825 Coors Blvd. SW 

Albuquerque, NM 87121 

(505) 873-4399  

www.norbertinecommunity.org 

www.norbertineoutreachnm.org 

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook.com/norbertinecommunity 

Facebook.com/NorbertineOutreachNM 

Instagram: @norbertinecommunityabq 

       @norbertineoutreachnm 

ART AT THE ABBEY is organized and facilitated by Santa Maria de la 
Vid Abbey’s Office of Christian Discipleship & Religious Vocation 

Fr. Graham Golden, O. Praem., Director 
Celina Chavez, Program & Communications Coordinator 

A special thank you to our Art at the Abbey Committee: 

Br. Patricio Chacón, O. Praem. 

Celina Chavez 

Fr. Graham Golden, O. Praem. 

Sonia Luévano 

Jennifer Murphy-Dye 

Br. Lucas Myers, O. Praem. 

Janie Perry Gonzales 

Br. Lorenzo Romero-Ramos, O. Praem. 

Jill Winburn 
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